B Helping Homeless Pets This Holiday Season

This holiday season more than any other, donations to local charities are a perfect solution for

that pet lover on your holiday list that simply has everything!
While your dog or cat may be spoiled and warm this holiday

season, there are thousands of pets in the New York City
area that are still looking for a forever home. Making a
donation to a pet friendly charity as a holiday gift for your
hard-to-buy-for pet loving friends and family can make a
world of difference for homeless pets that are forced to
spend this holiday at a shelter.

Most of our local pet related charity groups survive on donations alone to fund their important
work, and some are especially in need during these economic times. If you don’t have an
organization in mind already, West Chelsea Veterinary works with and supports the outstanding

efforts of the following organizations:

City CRITTERS

www.citycritters.org
City Critters is a local, grass roots organization
that works on the rescue and placement of

stray and abandoned animals (mostly cats).

Funny For Fipo

www.funnyforfido.org
The country’s most talented stand up
comedians raise money and awareness for

abused or neglected animals.

STRAY FROM
THE HEART

www.strayfromtheheart.org
Stray from the Heart focuses on the rescue,

rehab and placement of homeless dogs.

MAYOR's ALLIANCE

www.animalalliancenyc.org

Mayor’s Alliance brings together NYC’s not
for profit animal rescue groups in the hope of
pooling resources and increasing placement

of pets from the NYC shelter system.

B Additional pet friendly ideas for the

holidays include:

* Instead of giving a pet as a gift, give a Pet Promise Certificate. With this certificate, your
loved one can adopt a pet that best suits his or her lifestyle — and this certificate is your
promise to cover the adoption fee for their new family member. The certificate also
features a unique Adopter’s Pledge that promotes responsible pet parenting. For more
information, visit: http://www.petfinder.com/petpromise.

* Purchase a new puppy or new kitten starter pack for someone that is considering adding

a new pet to their family.

* Give a gift certificate for a new pet check up and Veterinary examination.

There are many worthwhile
rescue and adoption
organizations in the New
York City area, so do a bit of
homework and choose the one
that is closest to your heart or
the heart of your gift-receiver.
As the holidays approach,

Wwe encourage our clients,
colleagues, friends, family and
staff to open their hearts to a
pet related charity in need.

If a monetary donation isn’t possible, you might consider the
following alternatives that are just as helpful and rewarding for you
and the pets you'll be helping:

* Volunteer your time at your favorite rescue or shelter. Many
of these organizations rely on volunteers — especially over the
holiday season when many of their regular staff or volunteers
are out of town.

* Encourage friends and family that are thinking about getting a
new pet to ADOPT.

* Foster a dog or cat in need until a forever home can be found.

* Collect and donate much needed supplies for your favorite
rescue or shelter.

* Ask your favorite shelter or charity how you can help fundraise
for their cause.

Happy Paw-lidays from West Chelsea Veterinary!
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